
A Biome is…    

 

Biome   Climate (  
Temperature, Precipitation, Seasons)  

Location  Plants &   
common adaptations  

Animals &   
common adaptations  

 
really cold winters (-65*F to -30*F) 
with lots of snow, summers are 
warm (70*F) humid, and rainy 

Alaska, Canada, Northern Europe, 
Russia 

coniferous trees with needle leaves like 

pine, spruce, hemlock, fir.  Adaptations: 

thin, waxy needles that protect them from 

freezing and drying out 

Lynx, minks, snowshoe rabbits, red 
squirrels, elk, moose  Adaptations: 
hibernation/migration to survive cold 
winter months, large paws to navigate 
snow, thick coats to protect against cold 

 
 30-60 inches of rainfall per year, 
long growing season, average 
temperature 50*F 

 eastern half of North America, 
Europe, Asia 

deciduous trees such as maple, oak, 

beech and evergreens like fir, spruce, 

hemlock Adaptations: trees that go 

dormant in cold months and shed their 

leaves; thin/broad leaves to capture 

sunlight needed for photosynthesis 

 

 bears, deer, squirrels  Adaptations: 

migration and hibernation to survive cold 

winter months, food storage to survive 

winter 

 

 
 4 seasons, second-rainiest biome 
after rainforest, Summers avg 
70*F, winters avg below freezing 

 Eastern US, Canada, Europe, 
China, Japan, parts of Russia 

 deciduous trees, lichens, mosses, 
evergreen trees, dogwood tree 
Adaptations: dormancy in colder months 

 Black bears, mice, snakes, chipmunks, 
adaptations: adapt to changing seasons 
– warm and cold weather, 
migration/hibernation, camouflage 

 
 Varies based on location  lakes, ponds, rivers, streams with 

less than 1% salt water 
 algae, water lilies, cattails,  Adaptations: 

some have strong roots to keep them 

anchored while others have flexible stems 

to move with the water 

 

 fish, birds, insects, amphibians  
Adaptations: gills, streamlined bodies, 
ability to swim 

 
 salty… temperature of the water 
depends on the currents and the 
temperature of the surrounding 
areas.  Average temp of all 
oceans is 39*F.  Sun only warms 
surface of water – deep down in 
the oceans is very cold and very 
dark. 

 oceans!  Pacific, Atlantic, Indian, 
Arctic, Southern AND some 
smaller gulfs and bays 

 kelp, phytoplankton.  Must live in the top-
most zone of the ocean so they can 
receive the sunlight’s rays for 
photosynthesis 

 fish, whales, crustaceans, mollusks, 
anemones.  Adaptations: blubber to keep 
them warm, streamlined bodies to move 
through the water, gills for breathing 

 
 frozen ground, winter is cold and 
dark, summers are about 54* F, 
windy, only 6-10 inches of 
precipitation (usually snow) 

 Alaska, Greenland, Canada, 
Siberia, Europe 

 NO TREES, barely any plants, mosses, 
lichen, shrubs (adaptations: grow close to 
the ground and close together, small 
leaves to retain moisture, ability to grow 
under a layer of snow) 

 hares, wolves, foxes, bear, deer  
Adaptations: migration/hibernation, two 
coats of fur – one long and one short, 
change fur colors with the seasons – 
white in winter and brown in summer 



 
 2 seasons – growing season & 
dormant season.  25-60 
inches/year of rainfall 

 interiors of continents 

 

 grasses, cone flower adaptations: colorful 
blossoms to attract pollinators, stinging to 
protect from grazers, budding below 
ground to be more resistant to 
drought/cold 

 coyotes, eagles, bobcats, wolf, bison  
Adaptations: broad, flat teeth for eating 
grass, front legs/paws for burrowing to 
protect themselves from predators, 
camouflage appearances 

 
Climate: warm all year long!  

Average temperature 70-85*F, 80-

400 inches of rain each year! High 

humidity.   

 

 Central/South America, Africa, 
Madagascar, Southeast Asia, 
Australia 

Trees with needle leaves, many species of 

vines, Adaptations: plants grow on trees to 

take advantage of the sunlight; thin 

smooth bark because they won’t dry out 

easily in the wet climate 

 

 Parrots, monkeys, butterflies, insects, 
cougars, bobcats  Adaptation: living in 
the trees so they can be close to the 
sunlight and can find food easily 

 
hot and cold deserts.  Not much 

rainfall – if it does rain, it is light or 

in quick bursts.  Sometimes rain 

evaporates before hitting the 

ground!  Temperatures vary based 

on location on the globe.  

 

 Antarctica is a desert!  Africa 
(Sahara Desert), western coast of 
US, Southern Asia, and South and 
Central America 

 cacti, ocotillo, sagebush  Adaptations: 
Good at storing and finding water, seeds 
that can stay dormant for long periods of 
time, waxy coating to keep water from 
escaping 

 snakes, lizards, small animals like 
kangaroo rat  Adaptations: conserving 
water, fat storage for food/water, tough 
digestive systems to eat food like cacti, 
not peeing to conserve water, ways to 
stay cool 

 


